
A group that calls themselves the “Friends of  Grand-
view Park” has called for the parks’ redevelopment.  They 
made a presentation to the Parks Board under the title “Re-
claim, Renovate, and Reinvent.”  The proposed renovations 
are to take place in spring/summer 2010. The park would be 
closed from July 2010 until at least March 2011.

Without a deeper look, the changes seem like an uncon-
troversial proposal. The “friends” want “a new functional-
ity” and to “create a space worthy of  acclaim and notoriety.”  
But a closer inspection of  the group’s complaints, goals, and 
supporters reveals their actual vision and hope: not just the 
gentrification of  the park, but ultimately the creation of  a 
neighbourhood for  only those who can afford it.

Who are the “Friends of Grandview Park” 
and who supports them?

The Friends of  Grandview Park (FGP) are a group of  
homeowners who live around, or nearby Grandview Park, and 
who originally formed in order to stop the serving of  free food 
to homeless people on Tuesday nights in the park (the Chili 
Wagon).

The Friends of  Grandview Park are supported by the 
Business Improvement Association (BIA) which stated, “The 
BIA supports the renovation to Grandview Park and believes 
it will contribute to the business development, as well as secu-
rity and safety in the area.”  You might better know the BIA 
as the organization that pays for the Fusion Security guards, 
who patrol the Commercial Drive area in packs of  two or four, 
harassing buskers, panhandlers and people selling their wares 
in the park.

The Friends of Grandview Park’s
official complaints:

In the section below, we have listed the complaints laid 

out by the Friends of  Grandview Park in their presentation to 
the Vancouver Parks Board.  Following each point is a counter-
point or an explanation of  the implications of  their statements 
and what we think they really mean. 

The Friends of Grandview Park say ...
the park is...

1. “Chronically overrun by illegal inhabitants.”

This actually means they think there are too many home-
less people in the park. As well, this statement calls out for 
the criminalization of  poverty, or at the very least pushing the 
homeless out of  the park.  The use of  the term illegal inhabit-
ants to describe the homeless is doubly absurd due to the fact 
that Grandview Park is native land and if  anyone should techni-
cally be named illegal inhabitants, it should be the city of  Van-
couver which currently claims ownership.

2. Used for “drug dealing and hard drugs.”

Half  of  this statement is false.  Soft drugs are sold in the 
park, but hard drugs are not common in the park and are con-
sciously excluded.  In fact many parents of  children using the 
park purchase or sell these soft drugs themselves. Maybe, even 
you know one friend that smokes marijuana??!

3. “The chosen location of  illegal protesters.”

In reality, protests in the park are rare.  However, what 
better way for people to use a park than to come together to 
confront common concerns.

and, that ... 

4. “The design of  the playground encourages loiter-
ing of  non-families.”

This statement is ridiculous.  Parks are for loitering.  What 
are “non-families” and why are they not allowed to use the 
park?
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5. “The unsanctioned use of  tennis courts by the 
bicycle polo club” means that the “... tennis courts (are) 
no longer available for parents to teach their kids how 
to ride bikes.”           

This and other parts of  their presentation which call for 
“order” in the park illustrate the FGP’s broader goal of  as-
suming total control.  Teaching kids how to ride bikes is also 
an unsanctioned use of  tennis courts.  The Friends of  Grand-
view Park would like a park that is used how they see fit, 
rather than how others already use it, even when its current 
use is harmless and social.

6. The park has “poor drainage”

It is true that the park has poor drainage, but it is also 

interesting to point out that the drainage of  Victoria Park 
was used to justify recent renovations that led to little to no 
improvement.

Stopping The Redevelopment

The FGP want “to bring order, safety, and new function-
ality to the park.”  Order, in the sense of  control over what 
happens in the park. Safety, an illusion created by removing 
homeless people and petty victimless crime. New functional-
ity, through their explicit hope to turn the park into a “desti-
nation for shoppers and tourists.”

We want East Vancouver to be a neighbourhood where 
you don’t have to be rich to exist. Because the redevelopment 
of  Grandview Park is a step in the further elimination of  
poorer people from the neighborhood, we say,
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Parks are for loitering!
sources:

h t t p : / / v a n c o u v e r . c a /
pa rk s/boa r d/2008/pd f/
bm20080310.pdf

http://vancouver.ca/parks/
info/planning/grandview-
park/pdf/OpenHouseProcess.
pdf

http://www.canada.com/
vancouvercourier/news/story.
html?id=f12ff62d-b6ce-4536-
b59b-d6e47fbb74a9&k=20307

NO REDEVELOPMENT
OF GRANDVIEW 

PARK!


